Dr Graeme Atherton: Notes on ‘Examining the relationship between financial support and the Student Experience – the impact of raising tuition fees in England’
Why are some students from low income households applying to university and others not?

Less students from lower social class groups attend

Disparity in the institutions they attend – WP calls for students to attend institutions that reflect their ability

2203 report on WP stated:

‘for students who obtain a-Level passes corresponding to 30 UCAS points, those from the three higher social classes are significantly more likely to apply for places at Russell Group institutions than those from lower social classes
Callender’s study (2003) Students felt they know very little about tuition fees – even amongst university entrants
Amongst those who had rejected university or were unsure there was little knowledge about HE funding
But this lack of knowledge may have affected their decision to not apply to university

Heavily influenced by family background and early experiences (HEFCE 2006)
3 year old children of graduates are 10 months ahead of those from families with few educational qualifications

At GCSE level just 38% of the poorest quartile got top grades, while 73% of the top quartile did – almost double
Those with lower qualifications therefore less likely to take a route into HE

Attitude it was ‘not for us’, lack of affinity with HE

Callender (2003) study suggested that choice of university (close to home), choice of residence (live at home) and choice of course for lower income students is influenced by concerns about finance

Those attending HE from lower income backgrounds are more likely to seek part-time work whilst studying for their degree
Pure Potential Research

The sample of 7973 students is self selecting and therefore more likely to be more knowledgeable about HE than a random selection of Year 12s
Sample is of high achieving students

70% female in this survey (55% female 45% male enter HE)

21% on income support, 12% rather not say

Students chose academic reputation as by far the most important factor when choosing a university

Academic support offered by the university ranks very low as a factor when choosing which university to apply to regardless of their background
Those on income support see the level of financial support offered by the university twice as important as those who do not claim
45% of students on income support will choose a course at a uni that offers the highest level of support compared to 28% non claimants of income support

Contradiction – students say that reputation is the most important, yet 45% of claimants would choose the uni with highest level of support
Course fees were a deterrent for considerably more of the income support claimants than non claimants but the majority of students would not be put off attending university due to course fees.

Focus Study Groups

Students chose academic reputation as by far the most important factor when choosing a university

Students identified academic reputation as position in league tables

No student would base financial support as the main reason for choosing a university

Students worried about debt but would not let it stop them going onto HE
Students claimed to know very little about student finance but when tested on loans, fees, bursaries and grants over 80% got the answers right
There was distinct evidence of research into student finance issues including between universities and the level of financial support provided time lag between the main survey and the focus group is a key time during which students would accumulate more knowledge however
Lack of knowledge of how to apply for grants and loans

Lack of knowledge of disparity between levels of support provided by different institutions

Increasing numbers of student choosing to live at home

More claimants than non decide to live at home – this limits the choice of institutions to attend

Over half students stated their course choice was affected by potential earning power post degree because of student fees
Financial thresholds
Policymakers are deciding whether to lift the cap on tuition fees – student were asked what the maximum fee would be before they reconsidered applying. Most answered £6000-£10,000
This is not so high esp compared to USA
However research carried out before introduction of fees implied serious falll in entrants  but was not in fact the case

To base their university choice on levels of support offered by the institution alone the students answered between £3000-£5000 – or less if two institutions were closely matched in reputation
Questions Raised

What is the appropriate level of knowledge for young people to have about student finance?

When should they have this information?

At what stage does it affect their decision to enter HE?

Conclusion
Students from low income backgrounds are not being put off entering HE

Learner Identity

This refers to an individuals attitudes to learning and education in terms of its worth and nature and their view of themselves as learners in relation to the educational system

How does it come about? Product of higher motivation? Parental support? A system which identifies bright pupils and prepares them for uni from a young age?
Atherton argues that if more students are geared to attending uni from a young age then more will attend, that they are told that they should / will attend from an early age at school then more will enter.

Need to research on young people who have chosen not to enter HE and ask them why they decided not to go. 
